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Tracy Ackeret
Ramblings from
Silk

Greetings once again,

Once again its time to set down and put together a few
words for my newsletter input. It's been a really good few months.
We have had quite a few rides. We went to Crazy Otto’s after last
months meeting, sorry | could not be there but work called and |
could not get out of it. | am glad that we had a lot of our members
ride over to Greg and Tracy Wilson’s house before the August
meeting to “escort” them to our meeting. Greg and Tracy will be
with us for a few more months. | am going to miss them as | am
sure everyone will. They have been good friends. If and when Deb-
bie and | get to the land down under we will make sure that we look
them both up.

| would like to take a few minutes and thank a few board
members. We have a couple board members stepping down. Bland
is stepping down as Road Captain Coordinator and Josh is step-
ping down as Activities director. Both have done a wonderful job
and | want to thank both of them for giving their time to our group. |
am sure they both will enjoy sitting in the crowd just enjoying our
meetings. When | took over as Director back in January from Wade
| asked them both if they would stay on in their positions for a few
months till | was able to figure out what | was doing and find some-
one else to take over. | thank them both. | also wish to thank Mike
Moore for stepping in as Road Captain Coordinator and Stan Austin
Sr. for stepping in as Activities director. Both have been on the
board before. I look forward to working with them both as we move
forward. | also wish to thank Wade for stepping in and running the
August meeting in my absence. Normally the Asst Director would
run the meeting but Paul and Crystal were in Hawaii on vacation so
| asked Wade if he would be willing to step in for me for the meet-
ing. | hear he did a good job so it seems he didn’t do a total brain
dump when he handed me the reins at the Christmas party last
year.

We have several things coming up in the next few
months. We have our annual picnic on September 17-19 at Lake
Diaz. We are going to have a poker run in association with the pic-
nic. The poker run will be on Saturday September the 18 starting at
the Jack in the Box in Ridgecrest. There will be 4 other stops with
the last one being the campground at Lake Diaz. We have several
lunch and dinner rides planned for the next few months, check the
RAG calendar and see which of these rides you might want to par-
ticipate in. We always have a good time on our rides so come out
and join us. Coming up in December we have our annual Christmas
party once again. We are having it at the Carriage Inn once again.
Sandra is heading the committee for the Christmas party and from
what she has told me we are going to have another fun time. If you
can attend | would like to see as many of our members at the
Christmas party as we can get.

Ride safe and ride often

Paul Liesman
Still a Volleyball
Dad

We had an excellent turnout for the Whitney Portal
breakfast, no surprise there. 16 bikes, 21 RAG
members. Randy & Kim were supposed to be at
the Olancha gas station and fall in line with us , but
we passed them North of Cartago, so they turned
around and caught up.

Josh and Deb showed up about half an hour after
the rest of us, and of course Josh claims we left
early. But Roland was no where to be found for the
only RAG ride he seems to join in on.

The food at the Portal was excellent as always.
And we talked to a couple from New York who
were riding the west coast. Don took their picture
with their pancake ( we regulars know how big they
are), so they could show their east coast friends
how real mountain people cook!

The ride home was NASTY. After filling up at the
Lone Pine Chevron, | set out alone to go home
through Panamint Springs, hoping the wind was
not blowing. | remembered from having my 50th
birthday bash at Panamint Springs, that the wind
could be blowing in RC, but be dead calm in
Panamint. But that was not the case. It was defi-
nitely blowing and blowing hard. Got sand blasted
a few times, but got through it.

Anyways, the California State HOG rally is coming
up the end of September. | plan on helping with the
pancake breakfast at the shop in Lancaster. My
plan is to spend the night in Lancaster at one of the
hotels next to the shop to be up early to assist in
any way | am asked. If you are interested, let me
know.

Until next time,

Paul
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Judy Gerard
&
Tommie

Lawrence
Double Trouble

No Report this month

Sandra Moore
[13 -5 [13

Treasurer

The treasurer’s report is pro-
vided at the monthly Chapter
meeting and is available
from the Treasurer upon re-
guest.




Date: 7/10/2010
Meeting Called to Order by Tracy Ackeret at 0900

Director, Tracy Ackeret: Introduced guest Fred)Q(Ro rides a 2003 Police Special. Second car wélsbe 4 September
2010 to raise money to offset the cost of the @imas Party, come help wash cars and have someBfland is trying to put to-
gether a pool tournament as an alternate typenaf-faiser and fun group activity. The board hatiedthoughts of good will
type activities, with no cost to club members, &sgistance to the community: 1. RAG collect gld glasses from all the men
bers, set a meeting date and invite the Rotary Gl to receive the glasses; 2. donate blankath,dupplies and other items
(Crystal to get a list together) from around yoause to nursing home patients; 3. Wall raisingHabitat for Humanity, ap-
proximately 50 people will be needed for this eyerill invite AV. 24 July 2010 event at the faimymds, advertised as a Harlg
night, with a $10.00 entry fee and during intermmssanyone interested can ride their Harley araivedrack in an impromptu
race

For Road Captain - The RAG Board reviewed Kim Gegygualifications and approved her becoming owest Road Captain,
For Secretary - 86 members, Barry & Loretta Hoggoined — welcome back.

For Activities — Today after the meeting we aranglkflowers and a card to Rex and Anita. The luridh to Foxy’s has been
cancelled. Next weekend’s ride to Peggy Sues tagatime has changed to 0700, at JIB, to try aat bome of the heat and
Paul will lead the ride. The ride after the Augometing is to Crazy Ottos in Rosamond. 28 Auguite Whitney Portal Ride.

Asst Director, Paul Liesman: Cal-State Rally, Rigtour, starts in Jamestown, CA and finishes in B&go, CA. The event
starts 28 September 2010 and the participatioriF$80.00, which includes some meals and extrasl /s volunteered to
head up the Pancake Breakfast on 1 October ataheaster Harley Shop as part of this event andb&ilboking for volunteers
to assist him. Thinking about going down the nighB80 September. Paul thanked Judy Gerard famguiogether “Wayne’s
Ride” for the Million Mile Monday. Discussion wéld about having this ride every year on the Symar to Million Mile
Monday.

Secretary, Tom Lystrup: Not Present

Treasurer, Sandra Moore: Sandra is planning as@hais Party Committee meeting in August and shesaarstart selling tick-
ets at the October meeting.

Activities Director, Josh Wilkerson: Not Present
Road Captain, Bland Burchett: Not Present.

Safety Officer, Stan Austin (junior): In light ofeR and Anita’s mishap, turn on all your lights ajide yourself the best chance
to be seen. DUI check point in Ridgecrest tonightbeware, except Dwight as it will be past hidtimee.

Web Master, Don McCauley: Website mostly caughang cleaned up. Will put the Lone Pine, Beatty @old Point pictures
up soon.

Newsletter Editor, Debbie Ackeret: The Newslettas been e-mailed and Deb had hardcopies of RAG\&ndewsletters at thg
meeting.

Photographer, Judy McCauley: No report

Historian, Crystal Liesman: Whenever anyone goea dde, please download the ride forms from teé-site, complete them
and send completed forms plus a few pictures ferygarbook.

LOH, Tommie Lawrence/Judy Gerard: 20-22 July 204@ies only (motorcycles or vehicles) ride to Solg. The plan is on th
HOG website ride planner.

POA, Barb Austin: No report.

Member comments: Wade — Looking for volunteerdiierMaturango National Anthem Parade of Flags o®éd®ber 2010, an
the 9-11 March of 1000 Flags.

Notes: The next RAG general meeting will be 8/14(2900 at Charlie’s in the Carriage Inn.




Tom Lystrup
Asleep at the Wheel

Yosemite, King's Canyon and Sequoia National PadeR010
25-28 June 2010

| had a great plan together for this ride to YogenKing’'s Canyon and Sequoia National Parks teery The ride would be spread
over four days and encompass about 3 miles roimd As everyone knows, things don’t always go adtw to plan and this trip
would be no exception.

There were several riders going together to Yosefriim our local riding group, then we all wouldispp and go separate ways.
Those that stayed together ended up riding baditheg for the most part. We made the obligatarp $or lunch at the Mobil station
on 120 (Tioga Pass road). The pork tenderloinrggxépper) and carrot cake were fabulous. Nexheegled into Yosemite. After
the brief stop, John and I left the group and hdaer to see Hetch-Hetchy Reservoir and the O'§hiaessy Dam. The rest of the
group headed to Oakhurst, where we would catclo tipetm for dinner later.

The ride to Hetch-Hetchy was excellent and the dathreservoir were amazing. There was a lot oém@iming over the spillway
which turned into a roaring torrent that shot owgrathe side of the gorge below in an amazing eiteand spray that created rain-
bows and mists that coated the other side of thgaraand fell back into the gorge in a thousarakling waterfalls. After getting
some great photos, John and | then headed towdddu@d. We stopped at the tunnel overlook forsamick pictures of Yosemite
Valley and immediately headed out. | entered timmeél first and gunned it, creating a deafening toat | later heard had startled
the tourists. When | looked back to see if Johs fedlowing, he wasn't. | slowed down and he caughsoon thereafter. Later he
confessed his delay, he’d forgotten the shiny sjgleule. On the road to Oakhurst, traffic was lyemvd slow and there were severa
places where the pavement turned into gravel. sl lweppy my plans would not be taking me back dvatrtoad again. We arrived at
the hotel in Oakhurst and met up with the restwfgroup for some great Italian cuisine.

For Saturday, some of the group were going to th&d¢ram around Mariposa Grove and see GlaciertFmin | had different plans.
John and | were heading north on 49 to 4 (EbbP#'ss), then to Markleeville, then take 89 nortB&8Kit Carson Pass) then down
to 49, and back to Oakhurst. John and | made t ®adamestown on 49, near where 4 and 108 convéfgestopped for a late
breakfast. The little café was full of people, the food came fast and was very good. We finisigednd began to leave. Pulling
out of the parking lot was more of a challenge theould manage in the gravel and | tipped my tdker. John quickly helped me
get vertical again (not the first time I'd forgattéhe shiny side up rule) and we headed off.

We next took 4 east toward Markleeville. Nice redth lots of sweepers, minor traffic, beautifuesery. The pines and mountains
covered in snow were awesome. After cresting Elsbieass, we stopped for some pictures at a beblaife where fisherman were
catching quite a few trout. Then we continuedmMarkleeville, where the first change of plansuweed. Looking at the remaining
tread on my front tire, | thought | might be pughinhto expect to complete the trip with sparedref&ooking at the GPS, | figured it
was only about 40 miles to the Harley shop in GaSity. John agreed to the plan change and offvergt. This was just the first
change of plans. We got to the shop about 133@kaydquickly got the bike into the service shofn&we new tires installed. The
shop gave me a good deal on a set of Dunlop 402¢hay said they would be done in a couple houfgured that would give us
enough time to get back to Oakhurst before darkphufigures would turn out to be wrong. By thadi they were through with my
bike, it was 1630. This was a little later thaxpected, but it could not be helped. Changeaigphumber two.

We decided it would be best to head down 395 tam&oRass (108) and take that back to 49. Neithes efanted to negotiate the
road under construction through Yosemite againe@sfly if it would be in the dark. So we headedtboon 395 toward Topaz Lake
and past Walker and took Sonora Pass. What aedlgitig route Sonora Pass is! Steep 26% graddseomay up, tight windy
curves, traffic including a bus or two and a tribeling pushed by a trailer, gave our bikes andreslavorkout. After cresting
Sonora Pass, we came into some thick forested,aneamtains covered in snow, streams running bithe of the road and open
meadows. There were plenty tight twisties and pweeto enjoy. After all this, the road openecand became very smooth, with
gradual sweeping turns right and left that we caaldily negotiate at 60 mph or so. We rode thesegers for about an hour or so.
It was amazingly fun and traffic was non-existeAbout Coulterville it got dark. We finally madelitick to Oakhurst about 2130
and had a late dinner at a great little Chineseepldn all, an excellent day’s ride, the new timede the ride effortless and the
change of plans worked out as well as could be. Continued on page 15




Rex Walraven

Family and Friends,

Here's an update on our healing and recovery. BTW: if you are no longer interested in these updates, just let us
know and we'll take you off the list.

We went to the docs in Redlands yesterday, 3 Sept, thank you Aunt Dorothy for driving and Anita’'s mom for letting
us use the Crown Vic, made for a fairly easy trip, although it never is real easy when you can't move your leg very
much.

Anita has been given the green light to do as much as she is comfortable with although there are still going to be
things that are difficult and painful. She's been advised - one step at a time and if it hurts, then take it easy and
work up to it. Her bones are healing well, although the tibia still has a ways to go. Because of the rod in her leg,
she can put weight on the leg without harming the bones. She will work at getting off the crutches so she can pass
them to me. Anita is still only working part time and will be for a while until she can get back to 100%. There's a
balancing act of trying to do just enough to keep from going stir crazy (like | am sometimes) and assisting her cli-
ents. She does so much work around the house just to take care of me, it's like she has one full time job and her
part time one. | cannot thank her enough for all that she does for me.

As for me, we thought we would be scheduling my next surgery as | was doing good at what the doc asked me to
do, move my leg to the 45 degree mark on the brace | have. Well, now he wants me to move more, of

course, with the help of dreaded "Physical Therapy" three times a week. There are two goals; one is to see if we
can work it up to flex 90 degrees in a months’ time. Also | need to extend my knee to a 'straight out' posi-

tion . Right now there is way too much swelling still in the knee to look at surgery. In the doctor's opinion, | may
not need surgery if the ligaments in my knee are good enough to keep it from being too wobbly. If it bends and
holds and the pain is not too much, then surgery may not be in the 'near' future. So | won't be putting any weight
on it for this month. The Doc doesn't think we could do an MRI because of the metal plates that are holding my
tibia together being too close to the bottom of my knee. He is getting me a custom fitted brace that | may need to
use for up to two years, especially if he does have to do surgery. The doctor made the statement that, "there's no
cook book recipe for the steps we need to take."

The miracles that God provides us are overwhelming. Of course we were told that | would need multiple surgeries
to fix all this in the hospital, based on the severity of the damage without a good look inside the knee. Of course
God knows that and He knows how to make things the way He needs them each and every time too. So | will
work with a PT and see what God can do with this and go from there. Take one step at a time and let God place
our steps and we will move forward with our faith and our hope in God.

It is still a long road, but | hope to be putting weight on my leg next month after our next appt on the 4th of Oct..

We hope this update finds each of you well and we are very grateful for the love and support we feel from every-
one.

God Bless, Rex and Anita




Stan Austin Jr.

“ Mikey”

“Safety Stan Jr. “

When you ride in a group it is unquestionably yfist priority to take care of yourself - to ridethin your limits and the limits
of your bike, regardless of what the rest of theugrdoes. That's often been described as 'Ridinggen ride'.

But you ARE in a group and that means some nevorespilities and behaviors apply. You ride at theed the group rides,
you stay in the lanes chosen by the lead bike syop when and where the group stops. Sounds &doydu are riding THEIR
ride as much as your own, doesn't it?

In business, management has recently come to eghbiz 'team work' is not always the best way tdlgags done. Sometimes
it is better to work as a group of collaboratomrtlas a team. A motorcycle drill team is a cleangxe of team work - every-
body is expected to do no more nor less than vehaquired by the boss to get the job done. Indidgratrthought is valued, bu
only to the extent that it contributes to the tedoing its job.

When riding in a group there is certainly some te@rk going on, but each and every person in thaaigis expected to ride
their own ride'. Doesn't that sound just a littiedifferent to you than each person being expetdetb whatever it takes to
make the team effort successful?

In collaborative efforts the assumption is thatreadividual is expert/proficient in some specialifiile generally being able tg
function in team efforts. That is a very subtldatiénce in attitude. For example, in a collaborgffort, it is not unusual to
find debate about what should be done next asiedohidual contributes based on their expertise 2B unusual in a col-
laborative effort is that there is any rancor iagt debates [well, there are sometimes rather hagsiments, but the point is
that each member is heard and contributes bas#dweorspecialty.] Each member RESPECTS the exgeofishe other mem-
bers and will generally defer gracefully to thapestise. Further, in a collaborative effort thegyavill do what the boss (lead
bike) tells them to danless there is a good reason nat to

The result is that almost invariably you have thstlof the best from the best, though it looks téam work.

Back to motorcycling in a group ... some in theugrdnave more stamina, some have better night vismme have better navi-
gation skills, some have better familiarity witletburroundings, some have better emergency prepmssdr EMS training,
some are better diplomats. You get the picture.

Respecting the skills and uniqueness’s of eachefést of the team results in getting the best®best from the best. Re-
specting yourself is riding your own ride. Respegtihe others is collaborative group riding. Theugr leader/road Captain in
well functioning collaborative effort has certagsponsibilities, each of the rest have theirs,sitld respect, together they all
decide on the best way to do things for the group.

Rather than the lead bike making all the decisfonshe group, in a collaborative effort, he/shdl wonsult with the others and
give serious consideration to the expertise theflimtegic decisions (destination) remain thedeadesponsibility while tacti-
cal decisions (how) might well come from the mermsb&ictatorship it's not. Nor is it a drill teamatRer, it is a group of
‘professionals' engaged in a cooperative efforigdesl for the benefit of all. Safe arrival and addime with maximum contri-
bution and participation by each may look like teaork, but is more.

This is merely a proposed way to organize and fandh a group. | posted it to invite you to thiakout it and, possibly, to
create a new dynamic in how we all function wheling as a group.




Bland Burchett

Bowler Extraordinaire
Spokes

Barbara Austin
PAO

Follow the leader until they
do something stupid )

Crystal Liesman
Historian

Did you hear or see our ads?

Get those Ride Reports in!!!

Judy McCauley

Show me the bugs in your

teeth

Debbie Ackeret
Silks Lady

Keep Smiling for the camera !!!

Don McCauley
Web Talker

Your reading it!!

New Road
Captain
Coordinator

Mike Moore

Please visit our website

New Activities
Director

Stan Austin




Josh Wilkerson
J-DUB

All,

It's been a great run supporting the group as antekr board member for the last 5 years and reostitly as

the Activities Director. The HORAG is one of thes, if not THE BEST, group in the country and dige to

its membership and the heart that you all putiint@/ith that said, this is my last distribution thie activities as

I'm stepping down as a board member and passinduties of Activities Director to Stan Austin Sta8

brings a lot of HORAG experience to the table aiitihe able to dedicate the appropriate amouninoé to the

position as he is retiring from the base in the fgire, | guess that's what older lucky guys dd #m quite

jealous. From this distribution on out, Stan istypaint of contact. The activities email
horag.activities@gmail.cors still your input to Stan Sr. and the boarddoggestions, comments, and general
communication so please keep using it. See yaeipéanut gallery!

Here’s what's up this month...

09/02/2010 Cruise Night — 18:00 Nickolettie’s Patio 1110 N. China Lake &NRidgecrest, your choice at
this place, grab some of Nick’s chow and drink @amder over to the Espresso café for some-
thing a bit more eye opening and on the fancy side.

09/04/2010 HORAG Carwash —07:30 setup at the Southeast corner of China LaieRadgecrest Blvds.
Carwash opens at 08:00 and goes to approximately.riRiease bring anything you have that
may be needed such as YOU, glass cleaner, car saagx, towels, tire brushes, etc. Every little
bit helps. Dennis Linck has the drying towels, whek, and hospitality trailer. All volunteers
who contribute their time from start to finish wiiceive a discount on their Christmas Party
tickets. This event is for the Chapter and all pamsts will go to offsetting the Christmas Party
expenses and prizes. All volunteers are neededvaltdme.

09/04/2010  Jethawks Harley Night—19:00 at Jethawks Stadium in Lancaster. The shepdserved 40
seats behind the home team dugout for $6.00 edichbikes will take a lap around the field as
part of the opening ceremonies. There are hotélimivalking distance for those who wish to
stay in the area after the game. Head on out tballgame and show your support for both the
AV/HORAG 1665 group and the Jethawks! For furtmfoimation and tickets contact Tracy at
tackerette@ccis.com

09/06/2010 Labor Day Weekend—-“Work sucks, lets ride!” Enjoy the holiday if yae' lucky enough to
have it off.

09/10/2010 Board Meeting — 18:00 at Casey’s Steak and BBQ 1400 N. Normgdicest, CA. This is a
no host meeting in the back room with dinning aridk$ available from the menu for purchase
Social hour begins at 18:00 with the board conwgain19:00. We have 20 seats reserved.

09/11/2010 HORAG Chapter Meeting — 09:00 at Charlie’s Pub located in the Carriage901 North
China Lake Blvd. Ridgecrest, CA. Breakfast is afalié beginning at 08:00 for those with a
morning appetite. See ya there!

09/11/2010 March of 1000 Flags into Freedom Park- Bike escorts requested and as much participatior
as possible. This is a non-HOG event but a great@take part in. Please contact Wade at
stank22@aol.coror Tracy atackerett@ccis.corfor details.

09/12/2010 Lunch Ride — Cold Springs Tavern 5995 Stagecoach Rd. SamtzaBg CA. Meet at JITB
Ridgecrest at 08:30. For further details contaecyrattackerett@ccis.com

09/12/2010 AV Chapter Meeting — 09:00 at the Knights of Columb©49 W. Avenue M Lancaster, CA.
All interested meet at JITB (That's “Jack-in-thexBdor all of you that just went “Where??7?")
Ridgecrest, CA at 07:00. Bikes roll out at 07:18eld an eye out for Silk at the Mojave Chev-
ron! Meeting was moved due to the Labor Day Holidegkend.

09/16/2010 Cruise Night — 18:00 Baskin Robins 962 N. Norma Ridgecrest, G#is close out the summer
and the hot weather with a nice quadruple scoguof favorite flavors!

Continum page 12
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Activities continued from page 11

09/17/2010 HORAG Campout — Lake Diaz annual campout and picnic. 10 Siteseserved from the #hrough the 19 for thos
choosing to stay over. Camping is a great way tidathe ride home if you've enjoyed the picnictfditoo much.
Friday night is “Finger Food Pot Luck”. Bring yofavorite shareable FF dish if you want to joinlim looking at
wings myself, no really, I'm looking at some rigiiw. Check online with the Lake Diaz Campgroundcdioeck-in/ou
times.

09/18/2010 HORAG Anniversary Picnic and Poker Run—13:30 Lake Diaz Campground. This event is fredItBl@RAG mem-
bers and includes Texas Style BBQ Beef, Bratwsidgs, chips, and soft drinks! There will be a fopportunity
drawing as well as “Red Neck Horseshoes” justtierfun of it! Ride on out and celebrate the HORA@ ellow
members. Maybe the free food will entice Rollirritte out of town...

09/18/2010 Main Poker Run — This is the main run departing from Ridgecresb.8Q entry for rider and $10 for passenger or
ond hand. Pot will be split between high and lowh&0/40 respectively. All proceeds from the ruth e awarded
the two winners. For more details, contact Staatitan.austin22@gmail.conThe more hands the bigger the pot
don’t be shy!

Ridgecrest 08:00 — 09:00 Jack in the Box

Trona: 08:30 — 09:45 Espanza Family Restaurant
Panamint Springs 09:15 — 10:30 Resort

Olancha: 10:15 — 11:30 Ranch House Café

Lake Diaz: 10:45 —12:30

09/18/2010 Little Poker Run —This run is local to the Lone Pine Area (AboutOanZile round trip) for those of us camping out
Lake Diaz on Friday Night. More details to follow Bwight and Randy are still putting this one tbget..
09/25/2010 Mountain Twisties Ride — Tom’s leading an adventurous mountain run as #&menimplies. Tom is currently out of
pocket on a four corners run, not the place dowerrdlad but the four corners of the United Stated,veill have detai
on the “Mountain Twisties” when he gets back. Fareninformation you can contact Tomgtrup@verizon.net
09/30/2010 Cruise Night — 18:00 Nickolettie’s Patio 1110 N. China Lake @&NRidgecrest, your choice at this place, grab soimg
Nick’s chow and drink or meander over to the Espoa=afé for something a bit more eye opening antth@rfancy
side. Wow, three in one month!
Upcoming Events
Ridgecrest "Relay for Life" (RFL) is scheduled faturday, 2 Oct 2010. Location will be at Ceras@ Community
College Track & Field, start time is 0900. Thighe first call for team members to support the H@R&am goal of having
someone on the track the entire 24hrs. For fuitiffermation contact Bland d&land43056 @yahoo.com

October 18 through 1%; Paso Robles Wine Harvest Weekend and Morro Bajifiit Run. Take your pick for location on this
one as all bikes will run out together taking 58st\Maut to the vineyards and coastal areas. Ruheaupoast, kick back at the hotel, tg
the wine country, or mix it up with a bit of evehirig, it will be a great run this year! Hotel spaealready filling up in the area so chf
out the enclosure for lodging and event information
Maturango/Olde Town Days — 16 October 2010. Thegtms been requested to participate in this emeohivill be hosting biker gam
displays, etc. for the public. Please contact Watdéank22@aol.coror Tracy atackerett@ccis.corfor details on how you can join if
It's a blast if you've never done it and the pulgits a real kick out of our bikes.

House Keeping
Please check out the Directors Pagevat.ridgecresthog.corfor additional topics of interest including desailn how to help o
the Ridgecrest Long Term Healthcare facility tlsaalways in need of items.

face-book— Don't forget about the group Face-Book accoust for HORAG members to share stories, pictuessiifack, etc.
We encourage all members to accept friend reqtesie site to keep up to date on events, whappéiaing with fellow members, un
scheduled pickup rides, and last minute changastisities. All comments are welcome as long apeetful and considerate of all gr
members. If you haven't received a “Friend Requgstt do a FB Search for People on “Ridgecrest HGRAnd send in a friend req
so we can get you confirmed. It's really easy gmsip if you don’t have a FB account, fun and dasyse, and a great way to enhandg
your group experience. Hope to see you soon ofrileed List! Questions on this or any other topn be sent to
HORAG.Activities@gmail.com

Please email any suggestiotl@RAG.Activites@gmail.conso we know what you want to do in the upcoming yegust have
input/feedback. We’'re looking for lunch and dinmens, overnighters, day trips, non-riding actiwtietc. so be sure to get your ideas
This is YOUR group and we run based on your input.
Have fun, stay involved, and ride safe!

J-Dub




The Pumpkin to Sturgis

Chapter 1

The Plan:

It's Easy, ride to Las Vegas, NV then Salt Lake/Gitah, to Cheyenne, WY and STURGIS, SD from Stutg Yellowstone,

MT so Vikki can see the park and ride through Edkal Reno, NV then home.1 week. But.....the phamgsri..Vikki's brother
Britt would like to join us for the trip. Yea! Seicompany on the road is always welcome. The phaogs...Scott and Katie
McGarty tells me they would like to go along to@a¥! Sure what the heck. Company on the roadadiridat. So we are now a
group and must have a MEETING.... Well it turos idatie is a travel agent and can get great @e®oms; she has laid out a
route that is slightly different, but saves usaatiunch of cash.

The Plan 2:

It's Easy, ride to Reno, NV ,free room and fooéntto Elko, NV for the next night then into Westilge/stone for 3 days, then
on to Cody, WY and from there to Bland and Billiglace in Pine Heaven, WY just 60 miles from Stsirdi days to see friends
and places, get "T" shirts and HOG Pins. Ride lbeke by way of Cheyenne and Evanston, WY, St.Gediigd_asVegas, NV
and Ridgecrest 2 weeks. Hay I'm flexible......

Chapter 2

The Trip:

It's Easy, meet at Pony Espresso, kick stands 06:20. We ride out of Ridgecrest on the 31st &f, Jaright and early ,who can
sleep we are going to STURGIS weeee. | take adum@nd pretend to be important. “I will lead.. 8@nd Katie follow, Britt
sweeps" . The Pumpkin pulls to the Right? Sommexeight from Vikki's 6th pair of shoes no doubtiybe her 60lb suitcase or
2 20Ib carry-on bags or the ice chest and 3.5ga#s tank on the back of the sidecar! What tloi& hean live with it. Hay I'm
flexible...

We get gas in Bishop. My shoulders are tellingawkfferent story, pulling on the left handlebadgushing on the right handle-
bar to stay straight is not what | was hoping fat.BHay I'm flexible.

Lunch at the Mobil Station in Lee Vining. If youvenever been here you should plan on having lheck great food (under
statement). From here we ride to Minden NV. Sanghfamorite sister-in-law's place for a break andrshisit. | take Advil and
its back on the road heading for Reno and our i for the night after 340 miles. Linda and Gfi€gtie’s friends) have Rum
and Coke and homemade Taco’s ready for us whenmive.d Thanks Katie” what a great host and hosti#és all sleep soundly
and are up early eager to continue the adventaree® new ground. But first we have to get a gmajure you know put on
your “biker face”. Then Advil and we are on thedda Beautiful down town Elko, NV a short 288 milgbat an easy

day ,shoulders are tight ,Bikes are running gigatits are high, life is good.

We are up early, and excited about the next degimaNest Yellowstone MT and the National Park 43ifes. A short ride and
first stop for breakfast, gas up and head for Thalis Idaho, But wait ,the Pumpkin doesn’t wanidie, she is OK at 3k rpm ,we
pull in to the Snake Harley Dealership and thegtdde pumpkin right in, 5 minutes later tell mestisia common problem with
the fuel line being too long " pin holes” from rubg on the bottom of the gas tank. Harley chanfededngth but not on 2002
baggers until later ."Give us an hour and we walVé you back on the road”. Cool, Vikki's eyes ligigt“SHOPPING”, we have
lunch and the pumpkin purrs like a kitten. Pocatdtiaho Falls, Rexburg. G and A stop (Gas and IA\deixt stop West Yellow-
stone. Britt has the GPS and likes being sweehdlgts us know the hotel is just on the left @& $top light. You know this
wouldn’t be in the story if it was true. Yup to tRéght... Right on the corner is the Stagecoachgoeimg around the block we
arrive safe and sound at this historic Hotel. Twuaswe have underground parking. We have beairprmads and only see the
rain clouds behind us.. So far.

Vikki and | share a room with her brother “Brittwho turns out to be a world class snoring champi@MG the room vi-

brates ,small children cry, Car alarms go off, m@fand no one could have prepared us for thigpkdes night. Damn straight we
are up early without sleep.

But you know.. Hay I'm flexible.

First day in Yellowstone Vikki and | and Scott afdtie are off to Gardener MT for a white water ttaf. Britt “the puss
“passes. Now if you ever thought about taking andé through the rapids I can tell you “Do it”.nAt a fun thing to do, our
guide was great a new grad from Boston workinghersummer as a river guide was a hoot, great ledye of the river and
area, we took the 8 mile trip, next time it will e all day trip. We ride back to the StagecoaclHdiioner and Cribbage .1 don’t
seem to be able to beat Katie. No really .She kigkdutt.

The second day in Yellowstone. All of us ride tbp loop of the Yellowstone park .We find constiotevery day but this time
its muddy slow and a mile long. The park is spadtacand there are wild critters all over the pldeeople stop their cars in the
middle of the road to take pictures causing “Beaang” , “Elk Jams”,” Mystery Jams “ as in what theck are they stopping for
now ? Patients is a virtue .

The third day we all ride the lower loop, Old Féiths right on time. The falls are beautiful, awd have Buffalo in the
road ,Yup “ Buffalo Jams”.
Back at the Hotel its dinner and... | just can‘abKatie at cribbage. | turn my attention to strétym and Coke. Randy Brown

calls to let us know he and Debbie are at the Xaneamp grounds, just outside of Sturgis, in the.ra
Continued on page 14
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The Pumpkin to Sturgis—continued from page 13

We are up early in the morning with just a shaterio Cody WY only 133 miles away. This gives usfirst real chance to see the
sights and of course shopping. We are stayingealrtha Hotel (Irma is Wild Bill's daughter), it &n old historic land mark and they
cater to Bikers. Vikki and | have souvenir pictutaken. We have dinner at the bar and retire todgbms for cribbage and | just don’t
understand how Katie does it. | cry myself to slegggain. The morning sun helps to dry the bikesn the overnight rain, the Hotel
provides towels for this and then.

The Pumpkin has a dead battery. Crap, the mudargh construction must have gotten to the wiringte sidecar. | disconnect the
bike wiring from the sidecar. Britt, “my new herajets jumper cables, we jump start the Pumpkinvemare off. To test the theory
we ride to Sheridan WY before shutting the PumpiffnShe restarts, great lets have breakfast. \Mdreak down the short when we
get to Bland and Billies. We stop in Gillette WY ghop for supplies for the five of us for four dajew Vikki is a champion packer
and brings two count them two shopping carts othefgrocery store. Katie, Scott and Britt all hifleey wait for me to stop shaking
my head. Somehow Vikki manages to get everythitmtine sidecar and climes on the Pumpkin behindDaenn she’s good at this .
The Pumpkin groans and starts to move. | now wotidee can get it to stop. We ride past Moorcrofftine Haven and pull up at our
destination, Bland and Billies spectacular CabirmvwwWve made it. Tonight the pool table and hot t&ctew Cribbage “it's a dumb
game anyhow. Tomorrow Sturgis.

Vikki and Katie( the card shark) put a great breaktogether for us. We clean the bikes up ,I damdtthe short in the pumpkin so we
leave well enough alone ,she is running fine withtbe lights on the sidecar. We all pose for a’ebigicture “and it's off to Sturgis.
The road is dry the sky is blue and there are rhikes than cages on the road "oops”. | just migkedurn off for Sturgis. We will
just go on to Rapid City, get our HOG pin, and stofturgis on the way back . | hear someone say tban’t get away from people
from Ridgecrest”. It's Mike and Patrice they ardhat Rapid City Harley dealership getting souvetos Scott and Britt buy accesso
ries for their bikes, Katie and Vikki find ” T “stis. The HOG pins | find out are in Sturgis thisiyeo we are out of Rapid City and o
our way to have lunch and see the sites. Sturgiz@o, people watching at its finest.

We park the bikes and join the mob on the streetang really lucky and find a restaurant with @aictable right in the front win-
dow . The parade of people going by keeps us gugssihat next? “. After lunch its souvenirs, HOGpi‘T” shirts and after about
an hour of shoulder to shoulder people we head tmatle Cabin and peace and quiet.

After dinner Katie lets me win a game of Cribbagdeep peace in the group. However the victorytration includes Pool ,Hot tub,
Rum and Coke and a good night's sleep.

Morning breaks clear and sunny. The plan is toMeent Rushmore and Crazy Horse today. After Brestifiee head out. Topping the
gas tanks off in Moorcroft we ride to Newcastle amdo Custer City.

Coming in to Custer | watch the Pumpkins Amp gagmdrom 14 to12 to8 to.. Oh crap. | pull in to tBexon station. | call Jeff my
son to see if anyone in his group has a trailesuah luck. Vikki calls AAA and Scott starts to heaise from his bikes engine. Scott
and Katie head to the Dealership in Rapid CityttBontinues on to Crazy Horse and Mount Rushmodkvéill meet us in Rapid

City.

Enter... Larry the tow-truck driver. Larry loadethumpkin on the flat bed

gives us the history of Hill City and a non-stoptbry of his childhood. Larry is a proud nativeSwiuth Dakota and entertains Vikki
and me on our way to the Dealership .UnloadingPttimpkin we push the bike into line behind 30 orerlokes. My son greets me
with a cold beer.” Doon” one of the service writbes one of the tech’s take a quick look and mabsthe stater is the problem. This
lets me know I'm done riding for the day. Scotiridine a few bikes ahead of me. Britt takes Vitdithe airport to rent a car, it will
be tomorrow afternoon before the bikes are repaifezbtt ,Katie, Vikki and | get in the rental eard head back to the cabin for the
night.

Disappointed ?yes. Remember flexible and tomorsaniother day and | decide we need to all see évd<DTower before going
after the bikes. From the Tower we drive to Crazyde and Mount Rushmore for pictures and to gieedémalership time to finish the
repairs. Back in Rapid City Scott gets the goods)elust a lose cover over the Sparkplug . $100e0@iqur to find it. The pumpkin
gets the needed parts and is back up and readyl.t8rnitt takes off for the cabin , Scott and Katakeoff for the UPS place, they sen
unneeded stuff home, and then the Cabin .1 follakkMo the airport to turn in the rental car, and head for the cabin. Tomorrow
we will start for home.

Chapter 3

Getting back Home

Leaving the fantastic cabin and heading for Chegamy the adventure seems to have been too shartdais warm and clear,
fewer and fewer bikes on the road as we get fuftoan Sturgis. We find the Historic Plains Hotedve dinner and call it a day. Next
morning we are awakened by the fire alarm. Thahkfo fire just an alarm. Britt says it's our “mdatory wake up call.” From
Cheyenne to Evanston WY goes by without incidérg.are up and on the road to St. George UT.

The weather is getting hotter by the mile. In tfteraoon we all use the “wet vest” to stay coollliRg in to the Best Western we

check in to our rooms and head for the pool to ofiolWe order dinner and Britt decides to skipystg in Las Vegas tomorrow and
ride straight home in the morning. | agree to git\Wwim. Scott and Katie plan to spend a coupldayfs in Las Vegas before heading
for Ridgecrest. We say our goodbyes to them. ADOQRritt and Vikki and | fire up the bikes settio§f car alarms and make a hasty
retreat out of the Best Western heading for Prinivhfét breakfast. From Primm to Barstow before tleatof the day. Topping off
the gas tanks in Barstow we ride to Cramer Junciad home. 4,000 miles without rain. Would wetdmain ? In a heartbeat.

Dwight, Vikki, Britt, Katie & Scott..........
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Antelope Valley H-D’s Rider’'s Edge Courses took a short hiatus during the month of Au-
gust as the Antelope Valley Fair takes precedence, With September coming up very
soon we have two New Rider Courses and one Skilled Rider Course being offered. The
NRC class dates are 9/9/10 — 9/13/10 and 9/23/10 — 9/27/10. Classroom sessions are
held at the AVH-D Dealership and the riding sessions are conducted at the Antelope Val-
ley Fairgrounds. The registration fee for the NRC is $395.00. The SRC is scheduled for
Saturday, 9/18/10. The SRC is a one day, 6-7 hour class and includes lunch. The class
will be held at the AV Fairgrounds. Participants will bring and ride their own street-safe
motorcycle. The registration fee for the SRC is $150.00. Current AV HOG members or
graduates of the AVH-D Rider’'s Edge NRC are offered a $25.00 discount All classes are
limited to 12 participants and are filling up quickly. Call the Dealership, (661) 948-5959
or you can also register online at www.AntelopeValleyHD.com.

Yosemite, King's Canyon and Sequoia National PadeRR010—continued from page 7

Sunday morning we got up, ate breakfast and hefadédng’s Canyon. Not the straight shot you migihtigine down 41, we took some
of the back roads. We went around Bass Lake taAuberry down to 180 and on into King’s Canydkrguing with the ranger about
what the Annual Pass covers and doesn’t covewiaste of time. John paid his share and laterrsgidrgument with the ranger was
worth the admission price. We stopped at Grant &end walked around some of the biggest treesimtrld. The President Grant Tr
is about 300 feet tall. Next we entered the cargrmhfound lots of sweepers and twisties. We std@t the King’s Canyon Lodge for
some refreshment. Here they have the oldestaiiking gravity gas pumps in the US maybe the woilltiey date back to 1929. Next
we stopped at Grizzly Falls and took some moreupgst | got a few photos of the King's River aswere riding next to it. The King's
River is a thundering torrent of water racing tlgiothe canyon at amazing speed. Our next stojRwasgng Falls. Not a very high falls,
but the amount of water coming down this fallsisstimable. There’s no better word for the falRoaring says it all. We then headed
over to the Cedar Grove Lodge, our destinatiorifernight. The presentation by the ranger on beassentertaining, but geared toward
kids, and the only entertainment in the canyoner&fare no TVs in the rooms. No cell phone coweeagl WiFi is very limited.

Monday we headed out of the canyon for Sequoieoandeturn home. As we were climbing out of KinGanyon | noticed John’s back
tire flashing white with each revolution. At Hurhake we gassed up and had a snack for breakfésbkéd closer at John'’s tire and
pointed out to John that he had already worn thrdbg first set of cord on his back tire. Althoulyhn thought his tires would last for t
trip, his back tire had a different idea. It hadllenough. It was time for plan change numbegeth¥e matter, I'd seen all of Sequoia b
fore so this change was no big deal. | reprogradhtine GPS for Visalia where | knew there was aéjaBhop. We made it to the shop
okay, but it was closed. We found a cycle plaeg ttad a tire for John’s bike and a guy close by ¢tould install it. Man was it hot in
Visalia and the humidity was up as well. John bwdlked to a nearby taco shop for lunch. Whergaieback the bike was done. With
the tire installed we took off, when John noticésllfack brake did not work. We returned to the that installed the tire. After working
on it for some time, the determination was thathéster cylinder had gone out and adjusting thpejust a little to reinstall the brakes
during the tire change, was enough to affect thegaippn of the back brake. Bleeding the brakesdidvork. There was nothing for Jo
to do but ride home with no back brake. | soakedl@onned my hydro vest as did John. John had somlgle not being able to use his
back brake, so we took it slow. John felt he slawing me down and asked me to continue on without | wanted to make sure he
made it back okay, so | stuck with him. We got &k8rsfield where the Harley Shop was again closéée gassed up and John insiste
go ahead alone. | did not want to leave him, leuinsisted he did not want me to follow him and tiewould be okay. It was time for
plan change number three. | felt bad that Johmdidvant me to ride with him, but | wasn’t goir@follow him if he didn’t want me to.
Change of plans number four. | headed off withoot to 178 east through the Kern River Canyon. &hveas hardly any traffic. The
temperature got cooler with the altitude changedoudd cover. | took some more photos of the bidek through Kern River Valley an
coming down from Walker Pass. | had a pleasaetaiti made it back about 1730. It was a greattlde all. It's always a good idea t
have a ride plan, but this trip | found out | needbe flexible for a number of reasons. The nuniéhnis case was four.

Tom Lystrup
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September Birthdays
Megan
Barbara Howard
Austin
Debby Don James VikKki
Linck McCauley Pavlicek Thompson
Patricia Greg John
Turbide Vincent Weaver
October Birthdays
Kelly Paul John Mark
Ambrecht Bruer Cain Keller
Paul Tom Mike
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Motorcycle Web Links

Antelope Valley HD
http://www.antelopevalleyhd.com/

AV Hog Website
http://www.avhoqg.org

HD Home Page
http://www.harley-davidson.com/hd main/hd home.isp

Motorcycle Safety Foundation
http://www.msf-usa.org/

Ridgecrest Activity Group
http://www.ridgecresthog.com/

HOG Chapters
http://hogchapters.net

Maps
http://www.mapqguest.com/

Harley Owners Group
http://www.hog.com/

California DOT-Road & Highway Info
http://www.dot.ca.gov/
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