
    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Chapter 
#1665 

Harley Owners Group 

Antelope Valley Chapter 
Ridgecrest, CA 

Desert WindDesert WindDesert WindDesert Wind 

Jan/Feb 
2012 

Volume 18 
Issue 2 

Proudly Sponsored by: 
 

Antelope Valley Harley 
Davidson 

1759 West Ave J12 
Lancaster, California 

(661) 948-5959 
www.antelopevalleyhd.com 

 
 
 

March Meeting 
Saturday 

March 10, 2012 
09:00AM 

 

April Meeting 
Saturday 

April 14, 2012 
09:00AM 

 
Meetings Held at 

Charlie's in Ridgecrest 
 

The Desert Wind is published by 
the Antelope Valley HOG, Ridge-
crest CA for the use of its mem-
bership. Neither the Antelope 

Valley HOG, Ridgecrest Group, 
Antelope Valley Harley-

Davidson, nor the Harley-
Davidson Motor Co. make any 
claims as to the accuracy of the 

information published. 

 



HARLEY OWNERS GROUP #1665 

ANTELOPE VALLEY CA CHAPTER, 

RIDGECREST, CA  

Director                                    Tracy Ackeret      

Co-Director                              Jeff Bayard          

Asst. Director                           Mike Moore         

Co-Asst. Director                     Joe Perea            

Secretary/PAO                         Barbara Austin           

Co-Secretary                            Heidi Nelson       

Editor                                        Scott Covert        

Co-Editor                                  Steve Ryono       

Ladies of Harley                       Stella Raymond   

                                                 Kim Geiger          

Co-Ladies of Harley                 Susan Smith        

Photographer                           Judy McCauley   

Photographer                           Teri Anderson     

Co-Photographer                     Marc Smith          

Activities                                   Hal Bennett               

Co-Activities                             Kip    

Historian                                   Crystal Liesman  

Co-Historian                             Pam George       

Safety Officer                           Dwight Furnish    

Co-Safety Officer                      Kenneth Blair       

Road Capt. Coord                    Randy Geiger       

Co-Road Capt. Coord              Don Smith             

Webmaster                              Don McCauley      

Co-Webmaster                        Richard Longworth   

Treasurer                                 Sandra Moore       

Co-Treasurer                           Lynne Gentry         

Membership                            Debbie Ackeret      

Co-Membership Coord.           Ruthie McCollin     

 

Sponsor: 
Antelope Valley Harley Davidson 

1759 West Ave J12 
Lancaster, California 93536  (661) 948-5959 



 

 
Tracy Ackeret 
Ramblings from 

Silk 

Everyone,  
Here it is once again time to sit down and put together some words for the newsletter. As you all know by 
now after my email the HOG chapter lost a good friend recently. Mike Hunsinger passed away. Mike has 
been a good friend to many of us in the chapter and he and his wife Darlene have been to quite a few of 
our Christmas parties. Mike was a great guy and he will be missed. Debbie and I were introduced to Mike 
and Darlene through Dennis and Debby Linck. We had the pleasure of being with them at the beach for 
Thanksgiving for many years now. Life is short, you just never know when it will end so make sure that 
you live each and every day to the fullest.  
On to other things, we are just now getting into the start of riding season. We have many good rides 
planned for the upcoming months so make sure that you check the calendar for what’s coming up. After 
the meeting in March we have a ride planned to Furnace Creek in Death Valley. This is always a good ride 
and one that I look forward to. We will leave right after the meeting so come gassed and ready to go. Not 
sure how many flowers there will be out since we haven’t had much rain this year but if it’s like it has 
been in the past the weather should be good. We also have the ride to Silverton Casino coming up at the 
end of the month. If you are planning on going on that one you need to get your reservations soon.  
Also of note is that we will be doing the Yosemite ride again this year in June. This is another of the rides 
that I look forward to every year. Yosemite is one of the most beautiful places in California in my opinion 
and always a good ride. If you are going check out the flier and call to get your reservations.  
I know Wade posted the San Diego flier on the message board so if you want to go to San Diego check out 
his information and get reservations for that also.  
Kim and Stella have been working hard to put together the LOH Solvang ride and I think they have it all 
figured out now so, ladies if you want to go have fun the get ahold of Kim or Stella and join them in Sol-
vang for a really good time.  
In closing I just want to leave you with this little bit of thought.  
Life is short!  Break the rules!  Forgive quickly!  Kiss slowly!  Love truly, Laugh uncontrollably.    
And never regret anything that made you smile.  
Silk  



 

 
Dwight Furnish 
Safety Officer 

From Dwight 
 

As the new Safety Officer it is my task to address issues that are related to the 
Groups safety. 
First let me remind you all that Safety is every ones job, not just the Road Captain 
or Sweep Rider. 
By every rider staying alert and riding within their abilities we can enjoy another 
great year on the road. We have a good group of riders, our road captains are  
experienced knowledgeable lead riders.  
 If you are new to group riding we have a video that comes from the Riders Edge / 
Motorcycle Safety Foundation that only takes about 20 minutes to watch and is 
packed full of good advice and an overview of the basics of Group Riding. This 
video covers pretty much everything from Preparation, the Riders meeting, Hand 
signals, Riding formations, How to keep the Group together. What to do at  
intersections. The Video has suggestions on Group Parking, Passing, Roadside 
Emergencies, and Roadway Hazards. 
We also have the Group Riding Handbook. Another jewel for you to look through 
with good sound advice on the how to and what not to does.  The video and  
Handbook are available to all members at no cost. Please don’t hesitate to ask me 
for a copy. 
I want to remind you of the Motorcycle Classes offered by our sponsoring  
Dealership. If you have not attended a safety class before now, they are offered on 
a regular basis and well worth your time. No matter how long you have been riding 
you are sure to learn something from the class to make you a Better / Safer Rider. 



 

Cabin Fever 2012  
 

February 17th 2012.  
Dawn breaks, 06:30 no wind, blue skies, and we are packed and ready to ride. I 
wait patiently for Vikki to get here, she is late as usual. This year the group will 
take a different route to Death Valley.  
In the past we would ride to Trona, Stovepipe wells and in to Beatty. This year 
Bland has changed the departure time to 10:00 AM and the route so that we will 
be going to Lone Pine for lunch then Panamint Springs to Stovepipe wells and 
then Beatty.  
Last year Bland, Billee, Vikki and I were the group. This year we have lots of 
new members to keep us company on the annual pilgrimage to Death Valley. (9 
Bikes with 16 riders) (The Cabin Fever Ride)  
Bland leads the group, I will Sweep; Dale and Cheryl Polley join the group at 
Pearson Ville, Lone Pine’s Pizza Factory accommodates the group for lunch .
We are greeted by the local Law Enforcement Agent in the form of Randy Gei-
ger, our Road Captain Coordinator. Our numbers decrease by three after lunch. 
Stella has a family emergency and is accompanied back to Ridgecrest by Scott 
and Amy Covert. After lunch the remaining Group heads for Panamint Springs 
and a short stop at Stovepipe Wells where we are joined by Doug and Judy 
Gerard. From there it’s on to the ghost town of Rhyolite for Wine and Cheese 
and then the Stagecoach Casino our staging point for the tour of Death Valley. 
We assemble for dinner at the Denney Restaurant for what turned out to be the 
first test of our patience’s. 90 minutes after ordering still nothing but excuses 
are brought to the table. Eventually we are fed and complementary breakfast of-
fered.  
February 18th  
It’s cold this morning but a hardy group of Bikers now departs the Casino for 
the day ride. Bland leads the group I will sweep; Mike and Sandra Moore join 
us at Furnace Creek as we head for Daunte’s Point. The twisty road down from 
the point makes for some adrenalin pumping riding for a few. Now we are off to 
the Crowbar restaurant in Shoshone where we have reservations for a large 
group to have lunch. Vikki notes that there are a large number of foreign strange 
looking bikes in the parking lot. Oh yea we are the Red Haired step-child, the 
Goldwing riders claim our reservation and we are put on hold. Two hours later 
and 5 of us still have not been served lunch we say *^#@> it and leave. We can 



eat another day. Riding into Pahrump we top off the gas tanks and Randy Brown is 
told to remove his helmet to pay for his gas, not the thing to say to a hunger 
Randy. There is a compromise and the group rides on. We return to the Stagecoach 
Casino. Vikki and I find food and a strong beverage.  
I take a look at the back tire on my bike and see that it is smooth without any tread 
left. This makes my decision to pass on going to Scotty’s Castle tomorrow with 
the group. Vikki and I will have to return to Ridgecrest in the morning. I make a 
modest donation to the casino, and double up on Vikki’s voucher returning her 
$15.00 in the form of a $57.00 voucher. She is a happy camper. I cry myself to 
sleep.  
February 19th  
After breakfast I load the bike we are joined by Wade, Randy & Deborah Brown 
and the Polly’s for the slow ride home. The Pilgrimage comes to an end for this 
year’s Cabin Fever Ride. Safe and sound we get home with no cord showing on 
the back tire.  
 



 

 

Debbie Ackeret 
Membership  
Coordinator 

 
 

 
 
 

Hi Everyone,  
March is the last meeting to get your annual chapter renewal in without 
the $5 late fee.  
You can download the form from either the website or the message 
board, plus I will have forms at the March meeting.  
Please make sure you keep your National HOG current. For those 
whose national HOG Membership expires this year when you renew 
please send me your new expiration date. I will be bugging everyone 
on a regular basis so that everyone is up to date.  
I am also going to try and get current pictures and birthday months on 
everyone in  
the group so be on the lookout for those e-mails. We don’t want to 
leave anyone  
out.  
Take Care and ride Safe  
Silks Lady  



AV HOG Ridgecrest (formerly RAG HOG) 
General Meeting Minutes 

8 Jan 2012 
 

Date: 1/13/2012  
Meeting Called to Order by Tracy Ackeret at 0905  
Director, Tracy Ackeret: Tracy thanked the out-going board members for their support. Tracy introduced our 
new board members, and introduced the AV Shop employees who came up for the meeting. Cupcakes were 
passed out to all Jan birthdays. Everyone is encouraged to sign up for the message board, which is only open 
to RC HOG members. Tracy has new chapter coins, and we are officially AV HOG Ridgecrest. 5 Feb is the 
AV meeting, departure at JIB at 0700. Let Wade know if you are interested in a San Diego ride this year and 
if there is interest, he will set up the trip. Thanks to all the Christmas parade participants and thanks to Terri 
Anderson for the great parade spot. Thanks to Sandra and her committee for another great Christmas party. 
Please complete the survey forms and vote for your favorite charities. Would like to do the same for Toys for 
Tots as last year, but would like to start collecting toys in March. We will have the scanner at the meetings 
for the new AV Harley shop participation points/buyer card. You will get 1 point for each dollar spent, points 
for rides and points for attending meetings. We should have our own scanner soon. Bland is once again ar-
ranging the Cabin Fever Ride.  
Asst Director, Mike Moore: Last year was a great year with high participation on the rides. Thanks to Tracy 
for his hard word and thanks to all members for making this a great HOG.  
Treasurer, Sandra Moore: We took in $8136 and spent $7840 in 2011. We carried over $672 to start 2012. 
The 2012 Christmas party is scheduled for 15 Dec, which is the weekend after the meeting and parade. San-
dra has once again volunteered to chair the Christmas party committee.  
Secretary & PAO, Barb Austin: Tracy indicated several times the HOG secretarial duties were over whelm-
ing – it is not the HOG secretarial duties keeping Barb busy. Barb was crazy enough to take on an additional 
full time position at work, in addition to her full time plus job. So don’t be scared away from volunteering to 
take on the HOG secretary work its not too demanding! Barb is turning over membership duties, and anyone 
is welcome to step up to be secretary and/or PAO. Barb is facing another very busy year at work and would 
love to only have to ride on the back of Stan’s bike and enjoy her time away from work.  
Activities Director, Hal Bennett: After meeting ride today to Crazy Otto’s. 21 Jan is the Peggy Sue’s ride 
(canceled because of weather, but would like to reschedule), 4 Feb ride to Emma Jeans Holland Burger Cafe. 
Sign up for the message board and check it often for the latest information on rides, road captain information, 
and pick-up rides. Will continue to e-mail events for now. The message board is a closed message board, 
only open to members of the RC HOG group. There is a logo on the message board which links to the HOG 
website.  
Membership, Debbie Ackeret: Taking over the membership tasks from Barb.  
LOH, Kim Geiger & Stella Raymond: There will be a CCW class on 25 Feb 2012. The class will be taught 
by Dave Shipley at his home in Inyokern. The cost will be $115.00 per person. E-mail Stella if you are inter-
ested. Remember you will need to shoot with the gun you want listed on the permit. More information will 
be posted on the message board. LOH is planning another ride this July to Solvang.  
Road Captain Coordinator, Randy Geiger: Ride to Crazy Otto’s after the meeting. Remember to keep your 
spacing and stay abreast of your surroundings. Review the hand signals in the newsletter. Be prepared to ride 
safe.  
Newsletter Editor, Scott Covert: Nothing to report.  
Safety Officer, Dwight Furnish: Think about safety every time you ride. Many of the riders in the group are 
experienced riders, and experienced riders can often get complacent, so review safe riding and don’t get to 
brave. Remember there are old riders and bold riders, but not too many old bold riders.  
Photographer, Judy McCauley: Nothing to report.  
Web Master, Don McCauley: Website dues are due in February, working on the Christmas party photos. 
There is a link on the website to the members only message board.  
Historian, Crystal Liesman: Yearbooks for the past 2 years should be out next month.  



Member comments:  
Bland – The Annual Cabin Fever Ride will be 17-20 Feb, so those planning to go make your reservations in 
Beatty. The Stage Coach has rooms for $19.95 for Ridgecrest residents. The restaurant at the Stage Coach is 
now a Denny’s. The plan is to ride up to Lone Pine for lunch, then the backside to Stove Pipe Wells and into 
Beatty. Day rides will be planned for Saturday and Sunday.  
Additional comments: The following people have volunteered to host board meetings. If you want to host a 
meeting, but don’t have the room, Barb has offered to let you host at her (and Stan’s) house:  
10 February 2012 Wade Tallman & Stella Raymond (at Wade’s)  
9 March 2012 Barb and Stan Austin  
13 April 2012 Scott & Amy Covert  
11 May 2012 Don & Judy McCauley  
8 June 2012 Tracy and Deb Ackeret  
Notes: The next RAG general meeting will be 2/12/2012, at 0900 in Charlie’s at the Carriage Inn.  
 
 
Date: 2/11/2012  
Meeting Called to Order by Tracy Ackeret at 0902  
Director, Tracy Ackeret: The AV meeting is 4 March and the afternoon ride is to Temecula. The Peggy Sues’ 
ride was cancelled because of the weather, but Tracy would like to reschedule this ride. The after meeting 
ride for our Mar meeting will be to Furnace Creek. Tracy is going to order 100 of the new patches and will 
be sold for $5 each. The Silverton ride is 30 Mar – 1 Apr, with a day ride planned to Red Rock Canyon on 
Sat. The Yosemite ride is 22-24 Jun. It has been suggested the group plan to take the Sugar Pine Railroad 
dinner ride, which is $50.00 per person, its a great ride and very good dinner. Cupcakes were passed out to 
all Feb birthdays. Please complete the survey forms and vote for your favorite charities and share thoughts 
for ride types and locations. Would like to do the same for Toys for Tots as last year, but would like to start 
collecting toys in March, each person bringing a donation will receive 5 free opportunity drawing tickets. 
The Cal-State HOG Rally will be a passes ride this year, starting in Santa Maria and ending in Sacramento. 
This event is $50.00 per person and this includes a T-shirt, pin and some free meals. Tracy read an e-mail 
from the AV shop encouraging members to give the shop a chance to beat anyone’s price on the price of a 
new Harley. Scooter is changing tires and can perform computer balancing. We now have our own scanner 
and will be scanning cards for the AV Harley shop participation points/buyer card.  
Asst Director, Mike Moore: Mike introduced new members Will Ewer and Dennis & Diane McWilliams 
(AV members who have also joined our group). Mike also welcomed back Gary and Rebecca Goodwin; 
Gary is looking great after his accident last year. Mike & Sandra are planning a day ride on 18 Feb to join up 
with Bland and group so if anyone wants to join them get with Mike. We would like to move the Morro Bay 
ride to the spring in 2013 because the ride is much more scenic with the wild flowers.  
Treasurer, Sandra Moore: We have $1900 in our account.  
Secretary & PAO, Barb Austin: Nothing to report.  
Activities Director, Hal Bennett: After meeting ride today to Dugan’s Bar & Grill. 17-20 Feb is the Cabin 
Fever Ride. Whiskey Flats in Kernville is 18-19 Feb. We have changed the dates for Morro Bay to 26-28 Oct 
because of a tri-athalon our planned weekend and extremely high hotel rates. This will move the ordnance 
day to 20 Oct. Sign up for the message board and check it often for the latest information on rides, road cap-
tain information, and pick-up rides. Will continue to e-mail events for now. The message board is a closed 
message board, only open to members of the RC HOG group.  
LOH, Kim Geiger & Stella Raymond: There will be a CCW class on 25 Feb 2012, 0800-1700. The class will 
be taught by Dave Shipley at his home in Inyokern. The cost will be $115.00 per person. Please let Stella 
know right away if you are interested. Remember to sign up for the message board for the latest information. 
LOH is planning  
another ride this July to Solvang. LOH is looking at a home to rent from the homeaway.com web site. One in 
particular has a pool and is 3 blocks from downtown Solvang. The trip is planned from 5-8 July, with possi-
bly extending the trip buy spending Sunday night in Paso Robles. Please let Kim and Stella know if you are 



interested. Ladies in cages are very much welcome to come along. LOH is looking for suggestions of things 
to do throughout the year so please speak up. Kim gathered donations from local businesses in Lone Pine and 
these items were places under chairs around the room.  
Road Captain Coordinator, Randy Geiger: Remember your spacing when you ride in a group 1 second for 
staggered and 2 seconds for following in same position. Review the hand signals in the newsletter. Tracy is 
going to send out the hand signal power point Randy created for everyone to review.  
Newsletter Editor, Scott Covert: Scott’s first newsletter is out and on the website. Scott would like inputs for 
the next newsletter by 26 Feb.  
Safety Officer, Dwight Furnish: Dwight purchased a Riders Edge Package and has applications for the course.  
Photographer, Judy McCauley & Terri Anderson: Judy has a new camera after her other new camera took a 
fall from the fender of her moving vehicle and was found fatally wounded in the road. Terri Anderson is go-
ing to be Judy’s co-photo lady.  
Membership, Debbie Ackeret: 83 new members paid so far this year. So if all rejoin from last year looking at 
119, counting our 4 honorary members. Deb has calendars, newsletters (ours & AVs), new rockers and coins 
on the table.  
Web Master, Don McCauley: Nothing to report.  
Historian, Crystal Liesman: Not Present, but working on past 2 years yearbooks.  
Member comments:  
Bland – The Annual Cabin Fever Ride will be 17-20 Feb, so those planning to go make your reservations in 
Beatty. The Stage Coach has rooms for $19.95 for Ridgecrest residents. The restaurant at the Stage Coach is 
now a Denny’s. The plan is to depart JIB at 1000 ride up to Lone Pine for lunch, then the backside to Stove 
Pipe Wells and into Beatty. Saturday’s ride is through Death Valley with a planned lunch stop and Sunday’s 
ride will be to Scotty’s Castle. Anyone not spending the night can plan to ride over to join the group for either 
day ride just contact Bland for a time/place to meet.  
Bland – the Laughlin River Run is the end of April and the AV shop has package deals to purchase.  
Mike Cash – “Run for the Wall” departure is 16 May 2012 out of Rancho Cucamonga. Everyone will join up 
in Washington, D.C. for “Rolling Thunder”, the ride around the “Mall”. You do not need to be a Vet or ride a 
motorcycle to participate.  
Wade – The San Diego ride has been set up with the El Cordova Hotel for the weekend of 10-13 May.  
Scooter – the Biker Blessing is 14 Apr, flyers will be out soon, and once again the group will be asked to sup-
port the purchase of sodas.  
Rex – Rips BAD Ride is 1 July at the Marine Corps Air Station El Toro.  
Additional comments: The following people have volunteered to host board meetings:  
9 March 2012 Barb and Stan Austin  
13 April 2012 Scott & Amy Covert  
11 May 2012 Don & Judy McCauley  
8 June 2012 Tracy and Deb Ackeret  
13 July 2012 Barb and Stan Austin  
10 August 2012 Randy & Kim Geiger  
7 Sep 2012  
12 Oct 2012  
9 Nov 2012  
7 Dec 2012 Hal Bennett (planning meeting)  
Notes: The next RAG general meeting will be 3/10/2012, at 0900 in Charlie’s at the  Carriage Inn. 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crystal Liesman 
Historian 

Get those Ride Reports in !!! 

Judy McCauley  
Photographer 

Teri Anderson  
Photographer 

Stella Raymond & 

Kim Geiger 
Ladies of Harley 

Barb Austin 
Secretary/PAO 

Don McCauley 
Web Talker 

Scott Covert 
Editor 

Please visit our website 

 
Sandra Moore 

“ .5 “ 
Treasurer 

The treasurer’s report is 
provided 
at the monthly Chapter 
meeting and is available 
from 
the Treasurer upon request. 

Did you hear or see 
our ads? 



 
 

CHECK AT THE SHOP FOR UPCOMING DATES: 

Skilled Rider Course. Cost for current R.A.G. HOG members is $125.00 (regular price is $150.00). New Rider 
Course .   Thanks for your support, 

Denyce 
 
Get in touch with Tracy or Dwight if you want to check out the Rider’s Edge disks. The chapter has a copy for use by 
our members. 

 



LOH CCW Class 
The Ladies of Harley held a Concealed Carry Weapon’s class  

Saturday February 25. 
Contact Stella Raymond or Kim Geiger  

to see when the next one will be scheduled. 
The instructor was Dave Shipley, he did a great job! 

I am sure everyone whom attended will tell you it was well worth the time and money in 
addition to being a requirement for certification when obtaining a California Concealed 
Carry Weapon permit. Maybe someone will organize one for the guys. 



 

Hello Friends, 
As you can see the Ladies have been busy this last month. February 25th we had our CCW Class with In-

structor Dave Shipley with Shipley’s Specialties & our own Marty Dorrell helping us out on the range. 

First half of the day we went over Firearm Safety, the Do’s & Don’ts of having your license to carry. 

From there we went out to Sage Range., this is where the fun started. We had 7 in attendance, 4 HOG 

members & 3 guests. I wanted to thank the guys who joined me in taking the class; Bill Anderson, Scott 

Covert & Ben Lee, without you Dave & Marty would have been stuck with little ole me J. Bill & Teri’s son 

Will, his buddy James & my friend Judy rounded out our group. Thank you again Dave & Marty for your 

time & patience with us ladies who haven’t shot in quite awhile.  
Our LOH trip to Solvang is coming along nicely, we have a total of 10 ladies who have already committed 

to joining us in July. We have rerouted to ride over to showcase more of our Beautiful State, we will share 

this as we get closer. This year we decided to go in a different direction with the lodging. We will be doing 

a home share. Making it more affordable for all of us involved. Ladies if you’d like to join us & have not 

yet committed please contact either Kim or myself. We can always make room for friends who would like 

to go.  
Ride On, 
Kim & Stella 

 

Stella Raymond & 

Kim Geiger 
Ladies of Harley 

Here Marty shows, the 

best way to conceal a 

handgun is to use your 

Jedi powers to make it 

invisible! 

Wait! Why is mine 
so…..TINY? 



 

Pictures 



 

March Birthdays 

April Birthdays 

Char Bartles Doug Gerard Judy McCauley Wynn Musser 

  Nicole Turbide  Robert Strong Douglas Smith Sr 

Mel Berry Bland Burchett Scott Foisy Dino Ghilardi 

     







LOOK AHEAD: 
Motorcycle Web Links 

 
Antelope Valley HD  

http://www.antelopevalleyhd.com/ 
 

AV Hog Website 
http://www.avhog.org 

 
HD Home Page 

http://www.harley-davidson.com/hd_main/hd_home.isp 
 

Motorcycle Safety Foundation 
http://www.msf-usa.org/ 

 
Ridgecrest Activity Group 

http://www.ridgecresthog.com/ 
 

Ridgecrest HOG Message board 
http://hogpilot.com/AVHOGRidgecrest/YaBB.pl 

 
HOG Chapters 

http://hogchapters.net 
 

Maps 
http://www.mapquest.com/ 

 
Harley Owners Group 

http://www.hog.com/ 
 

California DOT-Road & Highway Info 
http://www.dot.ca.gov/ 
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